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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 06/19/09 with respect to claim 1 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant emphasizes that the claim requires 
determining that the user is located in said geographical area and that the user is a 
member of a class intended to receive said alert. Examiner contends that the 
combination of Navarro and Stevens reads on the aforementioned. Applicant argues 
that Stevens makes only one determination. However, and as included in the body of 
the Final Rejection, Examiner relies on Stevens to meet the determining that the user is 
a member of class intended to receive said alert since Stevens describes subscribers 
that are subscribed to a home area but are roaming at the time of "trouble" within the 
home area) (see Figs. 1 & 4, col. 4, lines 35-42). Hence the Steven's analogous class 
intended to receive said alert would comprise roaming subscribers whose home area is 
in a troubled geographical area. 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 6/19/09, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 5 under 35 USC 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of previously used Stevens, 
US 6,745,021. 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 6/19/09, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 7 under 35 USC 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
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consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of recently discovered 
Marinier, US Patent No. 6,933,890. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Navarro, U.S. Patent Application Pub. 2003/0143974, previously used, in view of 
Stevens, US 6,745,021. 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Navarro discloses a method (and system) for a cell 
phone service provider to communicate to a cell phone user, said user located in a 
particular local geographical area, an alert message that effects that particular local 
geographical area, said method comprising the steps of: determining the user is located 
in said geographical area; receiving said alert message from a reporting agency, said 
message containing information as to locations effected; determining cellular phone 
cells that are serviced by the cell phone service provider and that are in the effected 
locations; and, providing to the user at least one communication advising him of the 
alert message (para. 0019). 

Navarro fails to explicitly disclose determining that the user is a member of a 
class intended to receive an alert. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Stevens discloses determining that the user is a 
member of a class intended to receive an alert (reads on mobile subscribers on list of 
subscribers located in a troubled geographical (or subscribed to home area that is 
trouble while roaming) having special instructions of how to be alerted)(see Figs. 1 & 4, 
col. 2, lines 43-55 and col. 4, lines 5-49). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Navarro to include determining that the user is a member of a class 
intended to receive an alert for the purpose of contacting only users subscribing 
exclusively desiring an specific type of an alert (see Stevens, col. 4, lines 4-59). 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Navarro and Stevens discloses the method of claim 1 
wherein the reporting agency is selected from the group consisting of National Weather 
Service, National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, Amber Alert 
Systems, State Police, Fire Department, local government agency, and local police 
(reads on emergency warning system)(see Stevens, col. 2, lines 23-30). 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Navarro and Stevens discloses the method of claim 
1 wherein said communication is selected from the group consisting of displaying 
information, triggering an audio alert, and supplying a voice message (see Stevens, col. 
1, lines 64-67)). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Navarro and Stevens discloses the method of claim 
1 further comprising the step of: permitting the user to limit said providing step based 
upon subject content of the message (see Stevens, col. 3, lines 5-35)). 
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Regarding claims 5 and 12, Navarro and Stevens discloses the method of claim 
1 further comprising the step of: inherently permitting the user to limit the frequency at 
which said communications are provided to him (reads on subscriber including special 
instructions in the profile that indicates if they only want to receive the emergency 
notification message for specific weather conditions (e.g., tornado warning) (see 
Stevens, col. 4, lines 17-35). 

4. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Navarro, U.S. Patent Application Pub. 2003/0143974, in view of Stevens, US 6,745,021, 
both previously used, in further view of recently discovered Marinier, US 6,933,890. 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Navarro and Stevens discloses the method of claim 
1 but fail to explicitly disclose further comprising the steps of: defining the location of a 
destination contained in the message; and, communicating to the user directions from 
his present location to said destination. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Marinier discloses defining the location of a 
destination contained in the message; and, communicating to the user directions from 
his present location to said destination (col.5, line 66 to col. 6, line 12). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the combination to include providing the user with directions to a 
destination defined in said message since Stevens suggest providing safety information 
depending on the type of emergency situation (see col. 2, lines 49-55). 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,515 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2617 

Conclusion. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOY K. CONTEE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7906. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571 .272.7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JC 

/Joy K Contee/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



